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CfLaT Headlines 
 

Back in 2017, Larissa Negris de Souza, from 

the University of Campinas, Brazil, visited 
CfLaT to research 

British secondary 
school environ-

ments. Since then, she 

has kept in touch with 
Pam Woolner.  Now they have a co-authored 

publication, based on Larissa’s work on de-
signing for play.  It’s free to download here: 

https://tinyurl.com/ya2urv2q 
 

David Leat, Wilma Barrow and Simon Gibbs 
are engaged in writing a book entitled 

‘Transforming Professional Practice in Educa-
tion through Dialogue: Becoming Human’ .  

This is due to be submitted to Routledge in 
Dec 2020 (Covid-19 and the effects of lock-

down  permitting).  
 

A website present-

ing the work of the  
Open Futures pro-

gramme, which was 
evaluated, forma-

tively and summatively, by David Leat, Lucy 
Tiplady and Pam Woolner from 2006 to 2014, 

is now up and running.  See https://
www.openfutures.com for resources devel-

oped with schools before the programme was 
mothballed in 2017.  

 
Pam Woolner and Alison Whelan have been 

working with Yael Duthilleul, the Education 
Advisor for the Council of Europe Development 

Bank, on a paper to guide investments in 

school premises.  A draft was  presented to 
the International Financial Institutions' learn-

ing environments network meeting on 2 
April.  The meeting was held virtually - so 

Pam missed out on a train journey to the 
World Bank HQ in Vienna, but the paper was 

well-received. 

 NEWSLETTER 

Coming soon … Forest 

School for wellbeing  
Newcastle University Social Justice Fund have funded Lucy Tiplady, 

CfLaT, and Harriet Menter, Scotswood Garden, to co-produce a Forest 

School guide for professionals working with vulnerable and disadvan-

taged children and young people.   

 

The toolkit will draw on findings from the Breeze Forest 

School Project and wider research to communicate in-

formation in an easily accessible format.  The publica-

tion will include information on research, practical guid-

ance and considerations for setting up a Forest School 

intervention, measuring impact and case studies from 

the Breeze Project.  Forest School for wellbeing: sup-
porting children and young people with social and emo-
tional needs  will be available on-line, sent to Special 

Educational Needs and Disabilities Coordinators in New-

castle schools and disseminated to local providers of 

children’s services from summer 2020. 

 

For more information please contact: Lucy.Tiplady@ncl.ac.uk 
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In this issue: 

Wishing Steve a happy retirement 
Steve McHanwell recently retired from his role as Professor of Anatom-

ical Sciences in Dental Sciences at Newcastle University. Steve has 

taught anatomy to a wide range of student groups and won a number 

of student awards for his teaching. At a national level, Steve’s contri-

bution to teaching was acknowledged with 

a National Teaching Fellowship in 2007. 

 

Steve’s research interests span both Anatomy and 

Education, and he was also Director of the Unit 

for Educational Research Development and Prac-

tice in the Faculty of Medical Sciences. As a long-

term friend and collaborator in CfLaT, Steve has 

brought a particular interest and expertise to pro-

jects related to teaching in higher education. He 

was co-researcher with Sue Robson on an HEA-

funded international benchmarking Project: Re-

ward and Recognition for Teaching in Higher Education, and a follow up Project 

funded by Advance HE: Guiding Principles for Reward and Recognition of Teach-

ing (https://www.advance-he.ac.uk/news-and-views/guiding-principles-reward-

recognition-teaching). 

 

We wish Steve and his wife Jackie a long and happy retirement and 

look forward to staying in touch with Steve in his new role as Emeritus  

FOREST SCHOOL PUBLICATION  1 

Professor. 
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Developing play 

in Newcastle 
West End Schools Trust together 

with Liz Todd and Karen Laing, 

Newcastle City Council, Centre for 

Life, Action for Children, Children 

North East, Excelsior Academy, 

Ways to Wellness, Sage Gateshead 

and others have been taking the 

lead in working with many other 

partner organisations to develop a 

Children’s Community in the inner 

West End in Newcastle.  

 

The life chances of the most disadvan-

taged children in the poorest areas are 

still worse than those of other children, 

even after decades of intervention. Evi-

dence suggests that a multi-strand ap-

proach like a Children’s Community, can 

achieve far more in terms of good out-

comes for those children, than interven-

tions trying to address single issues in 

those children’s lives. 

 

Over the last year, the West End Chil-

dren’s Community have been thinking 

about what needs to change in the 

West End. We noticed that local people, 

children and organisations often talk of 

the need to improve the physical envi-

ronment. We realised that one of the 

reasons for this is to encourage safe 

and healthy play. Play is critical for the 

development of children, and children’s 

right to play is enshrined in policy.  Yet 

with recent austerity measures, there is 

no coherent strategy in relation to play 

for the West End. The West End Chil-

dren’s Community posed these key 

questions: 

1. What do families, young people and 

children think about play in the area 

and the opportunities they have? 

2. What actions are being taken to 

promote and facilitate play already 

in the area? 

3. Who needs to be, or wants to be, 

involved in a play strategy for the 

West End? 

4. What evidence exists about suc-

cessful approaches to encouraging 

play? 

We commissioned Jackie Boldon, a play 

specialist, to help us to develop a play 

strategy. Charlie Thorpe, our CfLaT 

placement student during 2019/20, 

worked alongside Jackie and Karen to 

collate the evidence around play from 

the literature, undertake an audit of 

play activities in the local area, assess 

local park provision, and consult with 

children. We produced a report which 

sets out our findings from the literature 

and developed an initial theory of 

change for play. We found there are 

many organisations keen to engage and 

take action around play and an event 

was planned in March to stimulate ac-

tion.  

 

Due to the Covid-19 crisis, the event 

was postponed, and the strategy has 

been delayed. Instead, our attention 

has turned to using the knowledge we 

have gained to support parents, chil-

dren and schools while staying at home. 

Jackie has produced information sheets 

for schools and families emphasising the 

importance of play during this time, and 

suggesting some practical play activi-

ties. Liz has worked with our partner 

agencies to produce activity packs for 

local families. Charlie has been working 

with Jackie to develop online play ideas. 

Karen, Ulrike and Liz have been survey-

ing parents on their experiences, and 

partners have been developing a play 

project designed to help children to 

cope with the aftermath of the Covid-19 

social distancing measures.  

 

For further information, or for a 

copy of the report contact Karen 

Laing k.j.c.laing@newcastle.ac.uk 

Challenges of Clinical Collaborations 

https://www.cost-

ofliving.net/the-stop-start-

of-applied-interdisciplinary-

social-science-and-

healthcare-collaboration-in-

clinical-setting/ 

A new blog post 'The stop-start of 
collaboration in clinical settings' 
has been published on the Cost Of 
Living medical sociology blog, from 
CfLaT member Lydia Wysocki 
working with Janice McLaughlin 
(Sociology) and clinical colleagues 
at the Great North Children's Hos-
pital.  
 
Janice and Lydia reflect on the practi-
calities of making patient information 

materials, as an applied interdisciplinary 
social science and healthcare collabora-
tion in clinical settings.  
 
Their post is well worth a read for in-
sights into working with young people, 
the creation of outputs for them, the 
need for strategic and front-line support 
for innovations, and a timely update on 
the vital importance of accurate and 

effective patient communication.  

 

  

RESEARCH TEAS UPDATE  
The CfLaT Research teas usually run monthly on a Wednesday from 3.45-5pm 

and are an opportunity for staff, postgraduate students and other interested 

parties to get together to discuss current research.  The teas are intentionally 

informal and begin with light refreshments followed by presenters introducing 

an aspect of their research to be discussed by the group.  We meet in the CfLaT 

base, Room 2.50. 

 

The scheduled CfLaT research tea on 13th May has been cancelled and we have 

suspended the programme until such a time that it is safe to resume. We miss 

our discussions (and the tea and cake) but hope that it will not be for too long. 

  

For further information on CfLaT research teas and/or if you are interested in 

discussing some of your own research at a tea please contact Lu-

cy.Tiplady@ncl.ac.uk. Information is also available from the Centre website 

(http://www.ncl.ac.uk/cflat/news/teas/) 

Anatomy has one of the largest 

discipline-specific pedagogic re-

search communities in Higher Edu-

cation.  Though the community is 

large it is also dispersed widely 

and so collaboration remotely with 

colleagues across the UK, Europe 

and the rest of the world has al-

ways been a feature of the way its 

members work.  Consequently, 

current social distancing has made 

relatively little difference to collab-

orations. 

 

Emeritus Professor of Anatomical Sci-

ences, Steve McHanwell is currently 

involved in two projects.  The first is 

seeking to determine the amount of 

anatomy that dental graduates should 

be expected to know upon graduation 

to be safe and effective practitioners.  

The UK part of that project was pub-

lished this year in the Journal of Anato-

my.  The European and International 

arm of the project is nearing comple-

tion.  Data collection has just finished, 

analysis will be completed in June with 

publication expected in the autumn. 

 

The second project is just starting.  In 

collaboration with colleagues in Wales 

and Austria Steve will be looking at the 

effects of widespread temporary univer-

sity closures upon anatomy teaching.  

Anatomy is a practical subject with a 

major component of that practical 

learning taking place in Dissecting 

Rooms using donated human cadavers; 

a way of teaching that has been in 

place for hundreds of years.   

 

In the short-term university closures 

have stopped all practical anatomy 

teaching but there may be a medium- 

and longer-term consequence of the 

pandemic as anatomy departments try 

to understand the potential infection 

risks in laboratories of accepting bodies 

that may have had coronavirus diag-

nosed or undiagnosed.  This could halt 

body donation programmes world-wide 

for an unknown period so threatening a 

means of working that remains a cor-

nerstone of practical anatomy teaching.   

 

Using European and International net-

works of teachers, Steve and colleagues 

will survey how departments are re-

sponding and publish the results to 

stimulate debate about how theoretical 

and practical teaching of anatomy 

might need to change. 

 

Contact: stephen.mchanwell 

@ncl.ac.uk 

The idea of going places and meet-
ing people seems like a distant 

dream now, but the project based 

learning team have been continu-

ing their work.  Researcher, Alison 

Whelan explains: 

 

We had lots of great PBL projects tak-

ing place in 

schools dur-

ing the first 

part of the 

year, but 

unfortu-

nately the 

school clo-

sures meant that we didn't get to see 

some of the final showcases.   

 

However, we're continuing to produce a 

regular newsletter until late Autumn to 

share the work being planned around 

the region.  We're also hoping to hold a 

virtual CPD session to share good PBL 

practice by teachers, with teachers, as 

we were unable to run the rest of our 

planned CPD programme.  We're cur-

rently in the process of interviewing 

teachers and will be creating hard copy 

and digital guides to support teachers 

implementing a PBL planning approach.  

If you're planning or developing a 
project, or just thinking about how 
PBL could work in your context, 
please contact David 
(david.leat@ncl.ac.uk), Ulrike 
(u.thomas@ncl.ac.uk, or Alison 
(alison.whelan2@ncl.ac.uk).  

The new world: teaching 

anatomy with plastic models  
PBL Goes to 
University - 
Update  
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